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Dear Teachers and Parents: 

Logical Larry is a book intended to address critical thinking skillsðto teach 

children to think for themselves instead of accepting everything they hear as 

fact.  

The book also contains a vocabulary section with definitions that make kids 

chuckle. Not surprisingly, this makes them remember the definitions.  

Alt hough the target age is 4
th

 grade, this book and teacherôs guide could be 

used for advanced younger children as well as children in 5
th

 and 6
th

 grade who 

are having difficulties with longer books. The Reading Tub rates the book at a 

6.3 reading level and recommends it as a ñread togetherò for ages 7 to 10 and 

ñread aloneò for ages 11 to 13. 

This guide adheres to California 2010 Standards. Specific guidelines noted 

where applicable. 
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A Summary of Logical Larry  

 

Lar ry Butterball is a boy who loves facts. He doesnôt like sayings because they 

donôt make sense. Curiosity killed the cat. Which cat? And how did it die? 

His obsession with facts makes him a bit annoying and also earns him the 

nickname Logical Larry.  

Itôs the first day of summer vacation. Since he annoys the other kids, Larry 

doesnôt have any friends to hang out with. He must amuse himself. He makes a 

list of sayings and decides to prove them wrong, one at a time. He starts with 

Wear clean underpants in case you are run over by a bus.  

Larry p uts on a pair of dirty underpants under his new shorts (which are too 

large in the waist) and sets off to find a bus that will run him over ñjust a little 

bitò. 

At the bus stop, Larry finds a strange girl who likes to imitate people. Her 

name in Fyn Appleby, and she is new in town. She decides to help Larry with 

his mission. While they are talking, they miss the bus, so they walk to the drug 

store to wait for the next one.  

Brian Batterson, the local bully, stands outside of the drug store. They watch 

as he knocks Little Tommy Shoreline off his tricycle, and they worry about 

what the bully might have planned for them. 

In order  to avoid him, Fyn and Larry walk into the drug store with a group of 

women, one of whom turns out to be Principal Pendergrass from Waterman 

Middle School.  

Since Fyn assumes that you canôt get run over by a bus without some damage, 

she offers to sign Larryôs cast after he accomplishes his mission. Larry hadnôt 

thought about this before. The idea that he might get hurt makes him sick to 

his stomach. 
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Later, Fyn is caught imitating Principal Pendergrass, and Larry m ust find a 

logical explanation that will keep Fyn out of trouble. He tells the principal that 

Fyn is a new student. Sheôs also a talented actress who practices by imitating 

people. She plans to try out for the school play next year. 

Principal Pendergrass is delighted. She loves the theater. She warns Fyn to be 

careful who she imitates, because people might not understand.  

Right before the Number Six Bus is due to arrive, Larry heads outside to wait 

for it  on the sidewalk. As the bus is about to turn the corner and head toward 

Larry, the d river  makes an unscheduled stop to pick up Mrs. Wallers. While 

he waits, Larry changes his mind. He decides that getting run over by a bus, 

even ñjust a little bitò, is not a great idea.  

However, just at this moment, Little Tommy decides to get his revenge on 

Brian the Bully. He runs into his nemesis with his tricycle and then ricochets 

off the bully and into Larry. Larry falls into the street, right in front of the bus. 

Fortunately, the driver stops the bus in time.  

Unfortunately, the impact knocks Larry right out of his too-large shorts. The 

crowd giggles and gasps at his dirty underpants. 

Larry has learned his lesson. The real saying should be Wear clean underpants 

in case you are run over by a tricycle.  
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Vocabulary         

What does the word in red mean as it is used in the sentence?   

Larry thinks that sayings such as Curiosity killed the cat are not logical.  

A.   Crazy 

  B.   Using logic 

  C.   Pretending 

Little Tommy is  fearless when he runs into Brian the Bully.  

A.   Scary 

  B.   Brave 

  C.   Not very bright 

Logical Larry prefers a scientific approach to figuring out whatôs true.  

A.  Nerd 

  B.  A type of paper 

  C.  Using science 

Fyn told Larry that she comes from Mars.  

A.  Where Martians live 

  B.  A type of candy bar 

  C.  The fourth planet from the Sun 

Logical Larry hesitates before he stepped up to the curb.  

A. Pauses 

  B. Sneezes 

  C. A boyôs name 
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Mysterious Mars   

 

Fyn jokes that she is from Mars. Using the internet and reference books such 

as an encyclopedia, answer the following questions. 

1. How many miles is Mars from the Earth? 

 

2. Who was Mars named after? 

 

3. What color is the planet Mars? 

 

4. What is the nickname for Mars? 

 

5. Can people breathe the air on Mars? Why or why not? 

 

6. Does Mars have any moons? How many? 

 

Write 100 words about one special feature of Mars. 
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Who said that?  

Read the quotes. Look at the list of names in the box. Decide which character 

said quote and write the name on the line provided.  

 

 

 

 

ñCuriosity killed the cat!ò       

                                            

                                                         

 ñThe fake volcano made a horrible mess.ò 

 

 

                                                   

 

                                  ñWhat you need is a bus in motion.ò 

 

 

ñDo you really think Iôm interesting?ò 

 

Deloris Butterball          Fyn Appleby          Brian Batterson             Little Timmy Grandpa Joe      Larry Butterball       

Principle Pendergrass 

 

______________________

___ 

 

___________

___ 

 

________________ 

 

________________ 
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Ducklings never wander away from the group.  

 

 

 

                                               I, myself, was an actress when I was younger.  

 

 

 

                                                          

                                                      What do you want, dork?  

 

 

 

 

Larry! What were you thinking!  

Deloris Butterball          Fyn Appleby          Brian Batterson             Little Timmy Grandpa Joe      Larry Butterball       

Principle Pendergrass 

 

 

__________________ 

 

 

________________ 

 

______________________________ 

 

________________________________ 
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In My O pinion   

 

Facts can be proved. Opinion is only what you think about something. Are the 

followings statements  solid facts or opinions? Circle the right  

answer! 

 

You will have the best time ever on the                     

Crazy Slide! 

Larry could not f ind the pickled herring.                  

 

I love cheeseburgers!                                                     

 

The number four bus is due at noon.                           

 

She was obviously a crazy person, he thought.           
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Places Fyn Could Travel   

Fyn has traveled all over the world. What are some of the countries she might 

have visited? Write a two-hundred word essay on a country that Fyn might 

have lived in. Some topics you could cover are the traditions, the clothing, the 

food, the wildlife, the plants, the landscape, and the people. 

 

Wildlife and plants from New Zealand 

           

Landscape of Australia  

 


